





“WEIRD: 5 








HAWKINS! WHAT | SORRY, SIR! 

BLAZES IS WRONG MAGNETO BLEWS 
I'LL HAVE IT FIXED 
IN AFEW MINUTES! 





ANYTHING NOT BOLTED DOWN 
BEGAN TO FLOAT ABOUT THE RED- 
FACED SHIP COMMANDER! HE 
PULLED HIMSELF TO A LOCKER, 
WITHDREW A HEAVY PAIR OF MAG- 
NETIC SHOES, AND BEGAN LACING 
THEM ON...THEN THE SHIP WAS 
SUDDENLY FILLED WITH A BLOOD- 


үш! ҮПҮ TAKE IT ( DONALDSON? 
ICURDLING HOWLING. ҮР! EASY, BOY! 
WHAT THE.,.? I'LL GET 
BLAST THAT You IN A 
DONALDSON MINUTE! “Z= 
— AND HIS #/77/ 87” Te ዋር 
= = р 
| | Ер 
Q Ў | 





THE HOwLING CONTINUED AS CAP- 
TAIN DEXTER FINISHED DONNING 
HIS MAGNETIC SHOES AND BEGAN 
GLANKING THROUGH THE SHIP 
TOWARD THE CREW'S QUARTERS! 
AS HE SWUNG THROUGH THE STEEL 
DOOR, A WEIRD SIGHT MET HIS EYES] 



































DONALDSON COMPLETED LACING HIS MAGNETIC 


SHOES AND MADE HIS WAY UP THE SIDE-WALL OF 
THE CREW'S QUARTERS TILL HE REACHED THE FLOAT- 


ING, FRIGHTENED 006... 
ТНЕНЕ,ТНЕНЕ, BOY! I'VE 
GOT YOU NOW! DON'T 
BE SCARED ‘THERE. . 


DONALDSON LOOKED UP WITH SUR- 
PRISE AS THE CAPTAIN GLARED AT 
HIM... 


SHUT THAT YES, SIR! I WAS 
MUTT UP, TRYING ТО GET 
DONALOSONS Á. то HIM, SIR! 


жү] x 








DONALDSON'S FACE FELL/ HE LOWERED HIS HEAD, 
STROKING THE TI 


REMBLING DOG LOVINGLY. 


I'VE WARNED YOU TWICE 
ABOUT THAT MUTT, 
DONALDSON! ONE MORE 


TIME AND HE GOES THROUGH, 
THE A/R-LOCKS 


ATTENTION f ATTENTIONS 
SYNTHO-GRAV NOW REPAIRED f 
SECURE FLOATING BREAKABLI 

S.G. WILL BE TURNED ON IN FIVE 
MINUTES f 


GAPTAIN DEXTER TURNED AND MADE HIS WAY PAINFULLY 

BACK TO THE CONTROL DECK! THERE WERE VALUABLE 

NAVIGATION INSTRUMENTS THAT COULD BE BADLY 

DAMAGED IF THEY WERE FLOATING ABOUT WHEN THE 

SYNTHO-GRAV WAS TURNED ON AGAIN HE GATHERED 

THEM UP CAREFULLY... / HMMPH! I NEVER SHOULD 
HAVE ALLOWED DONALDSON 
TO BRING THAT DOG ALONG! 

PETS! BAHL 


WITH THE SYNTHO-GRAV RESTORED, ALAN DONALD- 
SON FROLICKED HAPPILY IN THE CREWS QUARTERS 
WITH HIS РЕТ... 


HEY, 

YOUR PUP HOWLING 
WHEN THE GRAVITY 
FAILED! SCARE ІМ 


YEAH... BUT HE'S ALL 
RIGHT NOW’ HERE, BOY! 





So... THE ROCKET-SHIP POLARIS-B HURTLED ON 
THROUGH SPACE TOWARD ITS DESTINATION... 
THE SECOND PLANET OF THE STAR POLARIS! 
FINALLY...SEVERAL MONTHS LATER... 


THERE SHE IS, 5187 ጆመም TELL THE GREW 
DEAD AHEAD! WE'LL TO REPORT TO THEIR 
REACH HER [ዘ ል STATIONS AND PRE- 
FEW HOURS! PARE FOR LAND- 
ING, LIEUTENANT f 
AD 


ACE- GIANT 
SKIMMED OVER THE STRANGE 
PLANET'S SURFACE... THEN 
NOSED _UPWAR 
STAND #ፖ“ STEADY, BOY! 
WERE GOING Д voU'LL BE ALL 
/ RIGHT, FELLER! 


DOWNWARD, 


SHOCK-HAMMOCK AND STRODE TO A PANEL OF 

INSTRUMENTS... 

How's THOSE LAB BOYS ON EARTH 

IT LOOK, WERE A/GHT# IT /5 AN OXYGEN 

SIR? ATMOSPHERES WE WON'T 
NEED OUR SPACE-SU/TS/ 21 


THE SHIP BUZZED WITH EXCITEMENT! AS THE 
ALIEN PLANET DREW NEARER, THE MEN OF 
THE POLARIS-B STRAPPED THEMSELVES INTO 
THEIR SHOCK-HAMMOCKS! ALAN DONALDSON 
HELD HIS PET DOG TIGHTLY IN HIS ARMS, 
QUIETING HIM... 
STAND BY FOR 
APPROACH! EVERY- 
ONE READY? 
DONALDSON! You 
GOT YOUR 


YES, SIR! I'VE 
GOT ЧМ! STEADY 


AS THE SHIP SLID TAIL-FIRST 
A BLAST OF 


ROCKET-EXHAUST EXPLODED 
FROM ITS REA 
ITS DESCENT. 


.SLOWING , 


ም STAND BY 
፳፲ FOR FURTHER 
ORDERS! 


ATTENTION! ALL HANDS! I WANT VOLUN- 

TEERS TO FORM AN EXPLORATION PARTY І 

MUST WARN YOU THAT WE KNOW NOTHING 

OF THIS PLANET OR THE LIFE UPON IT! THE 

RISK WILL BE GREAT! THOSE WHO WISH 
TO JOIN REPORT TO THE AIR-LOCK Í 





THE AIR IS BREATHABLE SO WE WILL NOT 

NEED SPACE-SUITS” SIDE ARMS WILL ВЕ 

ISSUED FOR PROTECTION! DAYS HERE 

ARE NINETEEN HOURS LONG... 50...50... 
DONALDSON” 


SOON,A PORT IN THE SIDE OF THE SPACE-SHIP 
OPENED...GLEAMING LADDER-RUNGS TELESCOPED 
FROM THE SHIP'S 5ИЯҒАСЕ... АМО THE EXPLORA- 
TION PARTY DESCENDED... 
STICK CLOSE TOGETHER” W 


BE READY FOR ANY- COMING” 


THE STRANGE MACHINE SLOWED 
TO A STOP A FEW HUNDRED FEET 


SOMETHING'S W 


IF YOU'RE VOLUNTEERING FOR 
THIS PARTY, YOU'LL PLEASE 
LEAVE YOUR DOG BEHIND ፡ 
THERE'S NO TELLING WHAT 
WE'LL RUN INTO AND I DONT 
WANT ANY DUMB ANIMALS 


ALONG TO FOUL UP THE 
WORKS... UNDERSTAND ? 


Y...YES, SIR? 
C'MON, BOY f 


IT BURST FROM THE WEIRD VEGETATION THAT 

GREW ON THE EDGE ОР THE ОРЕН SPOT THEY'D 

LANDED ІМ, AND BORE DOWN UPON ТНЕМ... 
LOOKS LIKE SOME 


ITS A VEHICLE” 
SORT OF MACHINE 7 


THERE'S A CREA- 
TURE INSIDE! 


AWAY AND A GIGANTIC GROTESQUE| 
ALIEN ALIGHTED... 


THE THING NEARED THEM £ IT 
CONTINUED TO STARE 7 CAPTAIN 
DEXTER RAISED HIS HAND IN A 
GESTURE OF PEACE” THE 
THING STOPPED SHORT... 

Do NOT BE 
AFRAID 7 WE 
WON'T HARM 


WE GOME IN 
FRIENDSHIP ” 


JAPTAIN POINTED TO THE 
AND THEN SKYWARD 
WE COME FROM [IT'S LOOKING 
ОР THERE..UP.. | AT US LIKE 
SEE? IN THIS 





THE THING RAISED AN APPEND 
AGE AND WAVED IT AT THE 


TRAVELERS... 
TO BOARD IT... 


HEY! THIS 15 “  СКЕАН5 ITS 
PRETTY 60007 OWN ROAD! 


8ህፐ THE VEGETATION IN FRONT OF THE SPEED- 
ING MACHINE JUST MELTED AWAY BEFORE IT... 
x 22 


SUDDENLY, ል GREAT SHINING CITY ROSE UP 
BEFORE THEM...ITS TOWERS GLEAMING IN 
POLARIS'S RADIANCE! TINY SPECKS DARTED 
ABOUT ABOVE IT... 
THESE JOES ARE 
MORE ADVANCED 
THAN WE ARE! 


THE ALIEN CREATURE LED 
THE EARTHMEN TO THE WEIRD| 
MACHINE AND SIGNALED THEM 





THE MACHINE SPED AWAY WITH 
THE EARTHMEN PERCHED UPON 


HEY! IT's HEADED 
RIGHT INTO THOSE / OUT, YOU 
woops / 


EHIND THEM, THE FOLIAGE CLOSED IN AGAIN. 


) 


но? Look! THE IT DOESN'T 
STUFF GOES RIGHT Í 
BACK AS WE 


THE MACHINE DREW TO A STOP BEFORE AN 
IMPOSING STRUCTURE, AND THE ALIEN GREA- 
TURE GOT OUT! HE TURNED TOWARD THE 
EARTHMEN AND STARE! HEN MOTIONED TO 
THEM TO FOLLOW HIM... 

HE WANTS 
US то COME 


GO AHEAD! 
WE'VE GONE 
THIS ҒАН... 





THE CREATURE THAT HAD BROUGHT THE EARTHMEN | BY GEORGE, I'LL BET V WHY самт Y HOW SHOULD 
МЕТ SEVERAL MORE CREATURES! THEY STUDIED YOU'RE RIGHTS THEY READ | Z KNOW? 
EACH OTHER. .. THEN THE SPAGE TRAVELERS... . OUR MINDS? 

THEN EACH OTHER AGAIN... 


WHAT IN BLAZES ARE | THEY 1 KNOWS 

THEY STARING AT THEY'RE 

EACH OTHER FOR? COMMUNICATING 
BY MENTAL 
TELEPATHY И 


CAPTAIN DEXTER STEPPED FOR- 

WARD AND STARED АТ THE WEIRD SUDDENLY, ANOTHER CREATURE 

GREATURES f НЕ WAS THINKING ENTERED THE BUILDING! OUTSIDE, 

HARD... TRYING TO COMMUNICATE! Д ТНЕОМЄ OF THEM HAD GATHERED. APPROACHED, A FIGURE FOLLOWED! 

ONE OF THE THINGS SHRUGGED... THE CREATURES INSIDE STEPPED |Т LOOKED SOMEWHAT HUMANOII 

AND STROKED THE CAPTAIN ON BACK AS THOUGH THEY RESPECTED 

HIS SHOULDER. THIS NEW ARRIVAL, ገርን a 
— WE'RE GETTING MAYBE YOU 

UGH? GET THAT | TAKE IT EASY, N [P HEY” HERE COMES ሆሪ” WAIT! 

SLIMY MESS SIRf HE'S 


САМ UNDER- 
STANDUS/ N 
OFF MES TRYING TO ee 
BE FRIENDLY! 5 f З AN T’ 


BEHIND THE CREATURE THAT 


9” 
| “ee. 
ረ ge 
ay 

UN 

THE ALMOST HUMAN CREATURE SPOTTED THE EARTH- 


MEN AND STOPPEDS IT STUDIED THEM. . ТНЕМ SMILED | |THE WEIRD MONSTERS CLOSED IN! OTHERS APPEARED! 
AND NEARED THEM... 


THEY SNATCHED UP THE STRUGGLING EARTHMEN 
GURB-DO- NUG! THANK GOODNESS BEFORE ANY OF THEM COULD АСТ... 
FOLL-LWO-NU? THIS CHARACTER 

TALKS, AT LEAST! 


, 


ыў 


Me 









THE HUMAN-SHAPED GREATURES GROWDED AROUND 
THE EARTHMEN... GHATTERING CAPTAIN DEXTER 
LOOKED ABOUT AT THE HIGH TRANSPARENT WALLS. 
THIS MUST BE A PRISON COMPOUND 

OF SOME SORT! DONALDSON” YOU'RE N 


THE STRUGGLING EARTHMEN,ALONG WITH THE 
HUMAN-LIKE CREATURE, WERE DEPOSITED IN A 
GLASS-WALLED ENGLOSURE ” THEIR SIDE-ARMS 


WERE REMOVED... 
LOOK” MORE HUMAN- 
LOOKING GREATURES ‘| 
Yau 2 



























THEY'VE TAKEN US 


PRISONER.” THE LANGUAGE EXPERT? GET 


TOGETHER WITH ONE OF THESE EX 
THINGS! FIND OUT WHAT YOU САМ? „ашан Каша 









Ж 
r 


LATER, THE TRAVELERS LEFT IN 
THE ROCKET-SHIP WERE BROUGHT [AND THE MONSTERS? 
IN’ DONALDSON SPENT SEVERAL | THE HIDEOUS 
ASK IT WHY IT SAYS THAT 

HOURS WITH ONE OF THE ALIENS | pjotic CREATURES THE ፆዖሪሪፀ እነ/ THEY'RE WOT 
UNTIL HE WAS ABLE TO UNDER- | THAT CAPTURED r ARE HOLDING | BEING HELD 
STAND ITS LANGUAGE... 7 THE 60225 PRISONERS f 

IT GALLS ITSELF Zz PRISONERS? 

A 6082, SIR! 





NO, SIR’ THE GOBL SAYS THIS IS ITS 
HOMEZ [ፐ SAYS THIS WILL BE OUR ARE... ARE... 
HOME FROM NOW ON, TOO ” Š 6000 LORD ሥ 


LT WAS ALMOST A YEAR LATER THAT THE 
POLARIS-B WAS DETECTED APPROACHING 
EARTH! WHEN IT FINALLY LANDED, HUGE 
THRONGS WERE PRESENT TO CHEER THE 


TRAVELERS... 


THE PORT 15 
OPENING 7 


YES! YOUR 
LANGUAGE WAS 
TAUGHT то Us! 
IT WAS LEARNED 
FROM YOUR 
COUSINS WHO 
CAME TO OUR 
PLANET! 


ON THE SECOND PLANET 

OF POLARIS...WHERE WE 

СОМЕ FROM...WE ARE 

THE PETS 

CREATURES THAT 
INHABIT IT! 


THEY RE COMING 
ours 


OUR MASTERS SENT 
YS...1N FRIENDLY 
EXCHANGE FOR 
YOUR COUSINS... 
WHO THEY THOUGHT 
WERE SENT 70 
OUR PLANET! 


Вит As THE PORT SWUNG WID 
EARTHMEN, TWO OF THE Аі МОЅТ-НОМАМ 
60815 APPEARED. 


DO NOT BE 
AFRAID! 


OUR MASTERS! 
THEY THOUGHT 


IN THE GLASS-LIKE COMPOUND ON POLARIS-B, 
THE WEIRD SILENT KNOGS TOSSED SCRAPS OF 
FOOD TO THE IMPRISONED EARTHMEN AND THEIRI 
ALMOST-HUMAN FELLOW PETS... 
IT'S ABOUT FOR PETE'S SAKE, 
TIME! IM | You DUMB KNOG! 
WON'T YOU EVER 
LEARN TO UNDER- 
STAND US? 


EDITOR'S NOTE: А AWOG IS ТО А 6084 А5 А 

МАМ 15 TO A 206. IT 15 PROBABLE THAT 
THE ANOGS WiLL WEVER UNDERSTAND THE 
EARTHMEN! DO YOU UNDERSTAND У0/7 DOG 


WHEN IT BARKS ? The End. 

















I'D GOTTEN TREMENDOUS PUBLICITY OVER MY 
PROJECTED ATTEMPT TO BEAT THE ESTABLISHED 
WORLD ALTITUDE RECORD FOR AN ATMOSPHERIC 
BALLOON, AND THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE JAMMED THE 
AIRFIELD TO WITNESS THE LAUNCHING! THE HUGE 
HELIUM-FILLED BAG SWAYED LAZILY IN THE FAINT 
BREEZE THAT SWEPT THE SITE. 


OKAY,LARRY! I'VE CHECKED ALL Ў THANKS, HANK! 
THE EQUIPMENT! YOU'RE ALL yA 50 LONG, 
SET! GOOD LUCK, KID! EVERYBODY! 

















A ROAR WENT UP FROM THE CROWD AS I ENTERED 
THE STEEL SPHERE SUSPENDED FROM THE GAS- 
FILLED BALLOON! THE PREVIOUS MARK WAS THIRTEEN 
AND A HALF MILES! I WAS DETERMINED TO BEAT 
ІТ! МҮ AIM WAS TO REACH ሥ/ሥፖድደዝ/ OR POSSIBLY 
TWENTY... 


HE'S SIGNALED THAT 


HE'S SET! CAST OFF 
THE ANCHOR CABLES! 





RIGHT! CAST 
OFF ANCHOR 
CABLES! 


THERE 
HE GOES! 





L STARED OUT OF THE SMALL 
CIRCULAR PORTS THAT 
RIMMED THE $РНЕНЕ / AS 
THE ANCHOR CABLES WERE 
RELEASED, THE SUSPENSION 
LINES STRAINED AND MY 
HOME FOR THE NEXT TWO 
DAYS LIFTED SLOWLY INTO 
THE AIR.. 


6000 
шск, 
Larry! 


DOWN BELOW, THE EARTH 
WAS IN DARKNESS! A TINY 
CLUSTER OF LIGHTS SHOWED 
THAT І WAS HIGH OVER A 
TOWN! TINY NECKLACES OF 
BLINKING BEADS STRUNG OUT 
FROM IT IN SEVERAL DIREC- 
TIONS...ROADS AND HIGHWAYS! 
THE SIGHT WAS BREATH- 
TAKING... 


THE SEA OF UPTURNED 
FACES FELL AWAY FAST 
AND THE AIRFIELD CLOSED 
DOWN TO A SMALL SQUARE 
OF GREEN, CRiSS-CROSSED 
WITH WHITE CONCRETE RUN- 


፲ SWITCHED ON THE HEAT 
AND OXYGEN, AS IT HAD 
GROWN QUITE COLD AND L 
WAS FINDING IT HARD TO 
BREATHE! SIX HOURS LATER, 
MY ALTIMETER READ TEN 
MILES! MY RATE OF CLIMB 
HAD FALLEN OFF! BELOW, 
THE EARTH WAS JUST A 


MIST OF GREEN AND WHITE. 


CAN'T MAKE 
OUT LANDMARKS 
ANYMORE! 





1፲..1ፐ COULDN'T 
BE DESCRIBED? \т..\т 
HAS TO BE SEEN.” 


OWARDS MORNING, 


I'D REACHED FIFTEEN MILES ፤ 


FOR THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, 
I BUSIED MYSELF RECORDING 
THE VARIOUS INSTRUMENT 
READINGS! AS ፲ NOTED FOUR 
MILES ON MY ALTIMETER, I 
LOOKED OUT AGAIN! THE 
COUNTRYSIDE BELOW WAS A 
MASS OF GREEN AND BROWN 
PATCHES! WHITE COTTON- 

PUFF CLOUDS DRIFTED OVER 

IT! 1ፐ WAS LIKE A FAIRY- 
LANI 


THE FIELD LOOKS LIKE 

A POSTAGE STAMP Now! 
THE A/VER'S NOTHING 
BUT A SHINY SILVER 


THE WINDOW HAD FROSTED 
UP AND IT WAS GETTING DARK 
OUTSIDE WHEN MY ALTIMETER 
SHOWED THAT I'D ALMOST 
EQUALED THE PREVIOUS 
RECORD! I RUBBED AN OPEN- 
ING IN THE ICE THAT FORMED 
INSIDE THE GLASS AND 
PEERED OUT... 


мү LORD’ 
LOOK AT THE STARS! 
THEY'RE BEAUTIFUL! 


I WAS 


DETERMINED TO CONTINUE! MY OXYGEN SUPPLY WAS MORE 
THAN AMPLE AND I'D SEEN NO SIGN OF TROUBLE! SUDDENLY, 
т. WAS FLUNG TO THE FLOOR OF THE SPHERE BY A VIOLENT 
JOLT! THE WALLS OF MY METAL НОМЕ GREW HOT! I 
CRAWLED TO A PORT AND GAZED OUT... 





THE SKY AROUND ME WAS А DULL GREY! FAR BELOW, 
THE EARTH WAS STILL IN DARKNESSf BUT A LITTLE 
NORTH OF THE SPOT OVER WHICH MY BALLOON SOARED, 
ል HUGE COLUMN OF ORANGE SMOKE MUSHROOMED 


N EXPLOSIONS AN ATOMIC 
EXPLOSIONS 


‘THE HEAT FROM THE BLAST MUST HAVE CAUSED THEI 
HELIUM IN THE BALLOON TO EXPAND,FOR I FELT 


MY RATE OF CLIMB INCREASE? THE ALTIMETER READ 
TWENTY-ONE MILES... 


I'VE BEEN KNOCKED 5/Х MILES 
BY THE CONCUSSIONS 


BELOW ME, SOMETHING FRIGHTENING WAS TAKING PLACE! 
[FROM THE BASE OF THE MUSHROOMING CLOUD OF SMOKE, А 
WHITE-HOT WALL OF FLAME CIRCLED OUTWARD...EVER 


ІМ А FEW MOMENTS, THE WHOLE AREA BELOW 
ME, FROM HORIZON TO HORIZON,WAS A MASS 
OF WHITE-HOT FLAME...GLOWING LIKE SOME 
GIGANTIC BED OF BURNING COALS... 


IT'S DESTROYING EVERYTHING! 
IT'S GOING TO WIPE OUT THE 


IT...IT STARTED А CHAIN- 
/ 


GLANCED AT THE HELIUM PRES- 
5ሀ8፳- GAUGE f IT WAS NEARING THE 
DANGER POINT! THE HEAT FROM 
THAT RAGING INFERNO BELOW ME 
WAS EXPANDING ІТ/ I PRESSED 
ITHE RELEASE VALVE AND LET 
SOME OF IT ESCAPE... 


THIRTY MILES! I'VE 


REACHED THIRTY MILES! 


IT WAS UNBEARABLY HOT INSIDE 
THE SPHERE! ID TURNED THE 
HEATING UNIT OFF EARLIER AND 
NOW I WAS BATHED IN PERSPIRA- 
TIONS I FELT DIZZY AND SICK... 


EVERYONE'S GOING 
70 DIES 


WHOLE EARTHS ¥ 


I CLUNG TO THE SILL OF THE 
PORT WATCHING THE EERIE MAD- 
DENING SIGHT BELOW ME THE 
FLAMING INFERNO,..THE SMOKE... 
THE DIZZINESS! I GUESS I PASSED) 





HEN I CAME TO, I FELT COLD f ICE ONCE AGAIN CHECKED THE CALENDAR GLOGK f I'D BEEN UNGON- 
COATED THE PORT-HOLES! L FLICKED ON THE HEAT- | | SGIOUS FOR THIRTY-SIX HOURS...A DAY AND A HALF! 
ING SYSTEM AND IT BEGAN TO HUM REASSURINGLY ! THEN I LOOKED AT MY ALTIMETER! RIGHT NOW I 
THEN I MADE A CLEAN SPOT AND LOOKED OUT! WAS TEN MILES UP...8UT SOMETIME DURING THOSE 
BELOW ME, EVERYWHERE, WAS NOTHING BUT UTTER HOURS WHEN I'D BEEN OUT GOLD I'D REACHED AN 


DESOLATION... ALTITUDE OF FORTY-FOUR MILES... 
MY GOD! WIPED 


OUT! EVERYTHING 
WIPED OUT! 





THE HEAT? THE HEAT FROM THE FIRES 
MUST HAVE G4RR/ED ME UPWARDS NOW, 
WITH THEM COOLING... I'VE СОМЕ DOWN! 








































Two DAYS LATER, MY OXYGEN 
SUPPLY REACHED BOTTOM! L 
PRESSED THE HELIUM RELEASE 
VALVE AND BEGAN MY DESCENT! 
MY STEEL SPHERE TOUCHED TERRA- 
FIRMA NEAR A SMALL LAKE. 


[W WELL! гм DOWN NO TELLING 
N WHETHER I'LL STAY ALIVE 4 


THAD A SMALL FIRST-AID KIT 
WITH SOME PETROLEUM JELLY IN 
їт, SO I DID WHAT I COULD FOR 
THE BURNS! THAT NIGHT, THE 
EARTH BELOW GLOWED WEIRDLY 
ІШ. GREEN LIGHT... 


THE GROUNDS IT'S 
RADIOACTIVE? 


I DECIDED TO REMAIN ALOFT FOR 
AS LONG AS I GOULD... TILL THE 
OXYGEN RAN OUT...SINGE І FEARED 
THAT ATOMIG RADIATIONS WOULD 

KILL ME IF L DESCENDED! THEN I 


NOTICED Г BURNS үм COVERED 
ү WITH BURNSI THE SPHERE 
fF MUST HAVE GOTTEN AWFULLY 4 
(С, HOT WHILE І WAS UNCONSCIOUS”, 




























HE SURFACE OF THE LAKE WAS COVERED WITH THE 
BLOATED BODIES OF THE DEAD FISH! ON THE SHORE, 
OTHER BLACKENED FORMS LAY SPRAWLE! 








MOVED ACROSS THE DUST-COVERED GROUNDS EVERY- 
THING WAS COVERED WITH THE DUST...A FINE POWDERY 
ORANGE DUST! TREES HAD BEEN BURNED OFF TILL 
THEY STOOD BLACK AND LIMBLESS! BUILDINGS HAD 
BEEN LEVELED TO HEAPS OF BLACKENED RUBBLE... 


DESTRUCTION DESTRUCTION 









THERE WAS NO SIGN OF LIFE 
ANYWHERE” NOT А LEAF... NOT ል 
BLADE OF GRASS! NOTHING STIR- 
REDS ONLY A THICK SILENCE 
HUNG OVER EVERYTHING! AND 
THE ORANGE DUST... 


MY GODS AM I THE 
ONLY HUMAN BEING) 


I WANDERED OVER THE DEBRIS‘ 


I GAME TO A TOWN...OR WHAT 
WAS LEFT OF ІТ 7 THE SHELLS 
OF THE BUILDINGS YAWNED AT 
МЕ? BODIES LAY EVERYWHERE.. 
SOME WHOLE... SOME HEAPS OF 


THAT NIGHT, I SHIVERED IN THE RUINS OF WHAT 


HAD ONCE BEEN A FASHIONABLE HOTEL RESORTS) 
FEAR CLUTGHED AT MY HEART! I REMEMBERED 
ONLY ONE OTHER TIME WHEN I'D FELT FEAR 
LIKE THATS IT HAD BEEN WHEN I WAS ТЕМ... WHEN 
I'D RUN AWAY FROM HOME TO JOIN A CIRCUS! I'D 


BABY SISTER 


THREE DAYS LATER I REACHED WHAT WAS ONCE 
CHICAGO” |Т WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED‘EVEN 


THE STREETS WERE HARDLY DISCERNIBLE” RUB- 
BLE WAS EVERYWHERE ” AND THE DUST... AND 


ል LAMB, AND 





7 OH LORD? LET ME FIND SOME- 


KEPT MOVING EASTWARD! 
I FOUND THE CHARRED CARGASS OF A GOW OR 


AND THE DUST COVERED EVERY- 
THING! ІТ STIRRED INTO CLOUDS 
AS I TRAMPED AGROSS IT! I 
MUST HAVE WALKED TWENTY 
MILES THAT FIRST DAY... 

7 THERE MUST BE ANOTHER 


HUMAN BEING ALIVE 
SOMEWHERE © THERE 


М 
9 


; 


Š о) 


ID NEVER GONE BACK! MY MOTHER, FATHER, AND 


WERE JUST A FADED MEMORY NOW! 


І PATTED THEIR PICTURE THAT I'D ALWAYS 
CARRIED WITH ME SINGE I'D RUN AWAY,AND FELL 
ASLEEP! THE SUN WAS HIGH IN THE SKY WHEN 


OT TO KEEP 00/М67” GOT 
” 


ЕКОМ ТІМЕ ТО ТІМЕ 


I GORGED MYSELF! THE DEAD 


HUNG HEAVY! IT WAS DRIVING ME CRAZY? 





ONE! ANYONE 7 JUST ANOTHER 
HUMAN BEING” 


HELLO’ SOMEONE’ CAN YOU 
HEAR ME ? ANYONE... FOR 
ЗАКЕ, 





T WAS LIKE THAT FOR А МОМТН” I КЕРТ MOVING 
EAST THROUGH THE DEATH AND DESTRUCTION AND 
THE SILENGE ... THROUGH THE THICK ORANGE DUST! 
BUT I SAW NOTHING! NOT A SIGN! L THOUGHT ፲ GO 


SOMEONES መፓ 
б 


AND THEN I SAW THEM! AT FIRST 
I THOUGHT IT WAS JUST A TRICK 
OF MY IMAGINATION...A HALLUGINA- 
TION f BUT WHEN I KNELT AND RAN 
MY FINGERS LIGHTLY OVER THEM 
IN THE THICK ORANGE DUST,I 
KNEW Т! WERE REAL... 
OOTPRINTS! HUMAN ў 
FOOTPRINTS! 


I FOLLOWED THE FOOTPRINTS FOR TWO, MAYBE 
THREE DAYS! I FOUND WHERE THEIR OWNER HAD 
STOPPED TO SLEEP...TO ЕАТ...ТО REST! 1 HURRIED 


ONSTARELESS ч. LORD KNOwS How 20/6 
AGO THEY WERE 44047, 
MAYBE ONE HOUR... 
MAYBE 4 WEEKS 


МҮ JOY KNEW NO BOUNDS! I 
BEGAN TO RUN... FOLLOWING THE 
SINGLE TRAIL OF FOOTPRINTS 
IN THE ENDLESS ORANGE DUST. 


VOH, THANK GODS Y 


THOUGHT OF SPENDING THE REST OF MY LIFE IN 
THIS LONELINESS AND DESOLATION WITHOUT EVER 
SPEAKING TO ANOTHER LIVING SOUL, AND THE IDEA 
TORMENTED ME! І LONGED FOR COMPANY...SOMEONE 


DARED NOT LET MY IMAGINATION 
RUN WILD! THE FOOTPRINTS WERE 
SMALL... LIKE...LIKE A WOMAN'S f 
BUT 1 WOULD NOT LET MY HOPES 


HERE'S ANOTHER H 
IRE PERSON ALIVE! 
= 


AND THEN I FOUND HER! SHE LAY ASLEEP IN ል 
CORNER OF A BURNED-OUT HOUSE! HER HAIR FELL 
SOFTLY IN GOLDEN TRESSES ABOUT HER 
SHOULDERS! HER LIPS WERE FULL AND RED AND ፲ 





CRAWLED TO HER SIDE AND 
BEGAN TO SOB SOFTLY 71 COULDN'T 


HE LOOKED AT ME AND HER 
EYES FILLED WITH TEARS... 


HE SMILED! SHE DROPPED HER 
EYELIDS GOYLY... 





HELP MYSELF І WAS SO HAPPY! 

GUESS I MUST HAVE AWAKENED HER 

FOR SHE STIRRED AND SAT UP... 
DON'T BE AFRAID! 
I... I'VE CROSSED 
HALF A CONTINENT 
SEARCHING FOR 


LEFT ALIVE! 


I тоок HER IN MY ARMS! SHE CLUNG ТО ME TREM- 
BLING! І GOULD FEEL MY HEART POUNDING IN MY 
CHEST! 1 THANKED MY LUCKY STARS THAT THIS 
EXQUISITE CREATURE IN MY ARMS HAD BEEN A 
WOMAN...AND NOT ANOTHER MAN! I LOOKED DOWN 
АТ HER... HER SOFT LIPS! SHE PUSHED ME AWAY... 
TURNING HER HEAD AND BLUSHING... 


1...1 DON'T EVEN KNOW LARRY! LARRY'S 

YOUR МАМЕ...ОВ ANYTHING ) MY NAME! LAST 

NAME'S DON'T MATTER 
ANYMORE! 





Бх 42007 you! 
Бх 


PICTURE АМО ТНЕМ АТ МЕ WITH ТНОЅЕ BIG BEAUTIFUL 
ЕҮЕ5” І WAS OBLIVIOUS OF THE DESOLATION AROUND 
МЕ! MY WORLD WAS THERE NOW, IN HER EYES... 


I THOUGHT I WAS 
THE OWLY PERSON 


ЖЕ... WE'RE 
LIKE..ADAM 
AND EVES 


ME,TOO! 


I DUG OUT THE YELLOW FADING PICTURE OF MY 
FOLKS WHOM I'D RUN AWAY FROM WHEN I WAS TEN. 








EVERYTHING? 
EVERYTHINGS 


HERE f HERE'S A PICTURE OH! MY МАМЕ 5... 
OF MY FAMILY! МҮ MOTHER ER... OH, NOS 
THER AND BABY SISTER! 


SHE BEGAN TO CRY! I COULDN'T UNDERSTAND IT f 
SHE SLIPPED HER HAND INTO HER BLOUSE AND 

PULLED FORTH A PIGTURE! SHE HANDED IT TO ME 
WITH MINE? THE SETTING SUN GLINTED ON THEIR 





AST NAMES 2/2 MATTER...AFTER ALL! SHE WAS 
MY SISTERS 





IT ALL BEGAN THE DAY CENTRAL MANPOWER 
SENT OVER THE SEGRETARY I'D REQUISITIONED! 
AS THE DOORS TO THE VACUUM-LIFT PARTED, 
AND I STEPPED OUT ONTO THE SIXTY-FIFTH 
LEVEL WHERE MY OFFIGE WAS LOGATED,I SAW 
HER STANDING THERE... WAITING FOR NE... 


І BEG YOUR PARDON! ARE (OH! HOW DO YOU 00, 
YOU MR, MARTIN? I'M MISS GORWIN! I'M 
YOUR NEW SECRETARY” | SORRY I'M LATE! 
MY NAME IS ELLEN WON'T YOU СОМЕ IN? 
CORWIN? 0/55 у 

ELLEN GORWIN = 


THANK YOU,MR. MARTINS 
YOU'LL HAVE TO SHOW 
ME...ER... WHAT T 


SHAVE TO ጋሪ” 





I SPENT THE WHOLE MORNING SHOWING MISS 
CORWIN THE ROPES! AT NOON ፲ INVITED 
HER TO HAVE LUNCH WITH МЕ, AND WE TOOK 
THE 'VAC' UP TO THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH LEVEL 
ТО A ROMANTIC LITTLE RESTAURANT I KNEW... 


| / FORGET THE MISTER 

EZ STUFF, ELLEN! CALL ME 

RON! WE'RE GOING TO 

GET TO KNOW EACH 

OTHER PRETTY WELL... 
you AND г! 


I'VE NEVER BEEN 

HERE BEFORE, 
MARTIN! IT'S 
LOVELY 


Lita was MY wire! WE'D 


THAT NIGHT, WHEN I STEPPED OFF THE 'VAC' 
ON THE TWO-HUNDRED AND EIGHTH LEVEL 
WHERE MY APARTMENT WAS LOCATED, I WAS 
WHISTLING A CHEERY LITTLE ТИМЕ” AS I 
MOVED ALONG THE GLEAMING STEEL PLAT- 
FORM, I KEPT THINKING ABOUT ELLEN! I 
UNLOCKED THE DOOR... 


RONALD? 
THAT YOU? 


BEEN MARRIED ABOUT FOUR 
YEARS! AT FIRST ІТ HAD 
BEEN WONDERFUL, BUT IN THE 


I THOUGHT ABOUT ELLEN! 
WITH HER THERE, WO DAY 
AT THE OFFICE WAS GOING TO 
BE HARD FROM NOW ON... 


ШТА BLEW ИР” T WAS PRETTY 
USED TO IT, THOUGH! IT WAS 
GETTING TO BE A NIGHTLY 


LAST YEAR OR SO, OUR TORRID} 
ROMANCE HAD COOLED OFF... 
HAVE A HARD 


DAY AT THE 
OFFICE, КОМ? 


THEY'VE GOT 
A GOOD SHOW AT 
THE TELERENA 
TONIGHT, ком! 
CARE TO 60? 


YOU NEVER 7AXE МЕ ANY- 
WHERE ANYMORE! YOU HARDLY 
SAY TWO WORDS то ME ALL 
EVENING! IT'S AS THOUGH 
YOU'RE 7/RED OF ME 
ALREADY! 


I'M NOT TIRED 
OF YOU? I'M 
JUST TIRED. f 





OCCURRENCE... 


JUST WHAT DO 
YOU EXPECT ME TO 
D0, RONALD 
MARTIN? ALL DAY 
LONG L 5/7 
AROUND THIS 
STINKING APART- 
MENT WA/TING 
FOR YOU.. AND 
WHEN YOU COME 
HOME, YOU PLOP 
ON THAT AIR- 
COUCH AND... 


NOT TONIGHT, 
LEE! WHY 
DON'T You 
GO ALONG 
WITHOUT 


NY PLEASE, 
шта! 
NOT 


WELL, I'M GOING TO 
THE TELERENA WITHOUT 
YOU! Т. DESERVE A 
LITTLE FUN NOW AND 
THEN! GOOD NIGHT? 


GOOD NIGHT, 
LEE! HAVE A 
GOOD TIME! 





Lita was ፆ/ሯ"'/'ፖሥ፲ WAS TIRED YOU...YOU Ñ WHY NOT?ANYTHING | BUT... YOU'RE ТНАТ..ТНАТ5 
OF НЕН! AFTER SHE LEFT I SAT ОМ MEAN, WRONG WITH THAT? | MARRIED? Д WHAT І WANTED 
THE AIR-GOUCH FOR AWHILE.TRY- | SOC/ALLY? To SEE You 
ING TO REMEMBER WHEN IT WAS ABOUT! САМ 
THAT THE FLAME HAD DIED! THEN - 

I THOUGHT ОҒ ELLEN..BEAUTIFUL, 

EXCITING ELLEN! I WENT TO THE 

VISAPHONE AND KEYED HER NUMBER. 


HELLO? OH... HELLO, ELLEN! 
IT's YOU, I WAS WONDERING 
MR. MARTIN / IF I GOULD DROP 


AROUND TONIGHT?, 
















I KNEW IT AT THAT MOMENT! I KNEW I WAS IN LOVE 
CONSENTED AND І HOPPED A ‘VAG’ TO HER PLACE! WITH HER...HEAD OVER HEELS IN LOVE! I TOLD HER 
SHE LIVED ON THE THREE-HUNDRED AND THIRTY - ABOUT LITA 
EAGER KWOOK, © GASPED! SHEI UAS КЕЗДЕП А | | “AND. THATS THE STORY, ELLEN! 

ә М THERE'S NOTHING THERE ANYMORE! 
SEMI-TRANSPARENT GOWN THAT SHOWED OFF HER NOTHINGIRETWEENIOS МЕТКЕ 
EXOTIC FIGURE: - LIKE TWO STRANGERS! UNTIL 
COME IN, RON! THIS MORNING, I THOUGHT MY 
WHAT'S WRONG? d LIFE WAS OVER... 


Ат FIRST ELLEN WAS HESITANT, BUT SHE FINALLY 
























፲ KNOW THAT 1. LOVE YOU, 
ELLEN! THAT'S ALL L GO,RONf IT'S 
NEED Know! GETTING LATE! 





THIS MORNING YOU GAME INTO Y PLEASE, RON!T 

MY LIFE! ፲...፲ THINK І FELL [ዘ 15 WRONG SYOU 

LOVE WITH YOU THE MOMENT / DON'T KNOW ANYTHING 
1 SAW You! ABOUT МЕ! 






I LEFT ELLEN WITHOUT OBJECTING! I COULD 
TELL SHE WAS SHOCKED АТ MY REVELATION OF 
LOVE AND I DIDN'T WANT TO ANTAGONIZE HER / I 
DECIDED TO WALK A LITTLE, SO I HOPPED 
ል'ህል6" TO THE PROMENADE LEVEL... 

WHAT A GORGEOUS NIGHT! У RON MARTIN: 
I WONDER IF LEE'S BACK YOU OLD SPACE- 
FROM THE TELERENA YET! PIRATE ” 








WE TALKED ABOUT OLD TIMES... 


ABOUT FAR-TRAVELING AND OTHER 
WORLDS WE'D SEEN! THEN CAL 
ASKED ABOUT LEE... 


SHE'S OKAY, 





RON? SOME- 
THING WRONG 
BETWEEN YOU 


ARE SYNTHETIC HUMANS! you 
CAN'T TELL THEM FROM THE REAL 




















GEE, RON! YOU'RE 
GOING TO BREAK 
S'MATTER, N| | LEE'S HEART! / ANOTHER 








Tr WAS CAL TENNIS, AN OLD FRIEND! WE'D BEEN SPACE- 
SHIP PILOTS TOGETHER BEFORE OLD AGE GROUNDED ሀ5/ 


OLD AGE FOR A ROCKET PILOT IS THIRTY / I HADN'T SEEN 
CAL SINCE THAT TIME 


GAL TENNIS WHERE IN GOT TIED UP WITH SECRET 

BLAZES HAVE YOU BEEN?// GOVERNMENT WORK, БОМ! 
I'VE BEEN OUT OF CIRCULA- 
TION FOR ALMOST TWO 
YEARS. ..51МСЕ YOU AND 


CAL TOOK ME BEHIND А VENTILA- 
TOR-INTAKE AND LOOKED AROUND 
CAGILY... 

RON? DID YOU EVER 

HEAR OF ANDROIDS? 


I...WISH 
THERE wAS 


WAY, RON f 
BUT I'M IN 
LOVE WITH 
ELLEN/ 





WOULD LOOK 50 MUCH LIKE YOU, 
EVEN LEE WOULDN'T BE ABLE ТО 
TELL THE TWO OF YOU APART! 
THIS ANDROID COULD... FREE 
YOUS YOU COULD TAKE OFF... 
GO EAST. . . MARRY ELLEN... 

AND LEE'D NEVER BE 

THE WISER f 


KIDDING 
ME, ARE YOU, 
CAL? THIS 
18 THE 
TRUTH? 


CAL ASSURED МЕ THAT HE WASN'T JOKING! T 
WENT WITH HIM THAT NIGHT TO A GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICE ON THE EIGHTH LEVEL WHERE HE 
PHOTOGRAPHED AND MEASURED ME.., 


THERE! THAT'S THE W UH’ yes? LET 
LAST SET OF SPECIFICA- Ү ME KNOW WHEN ITS 
TIONS! THE ANDROID FINISHED, EH, CAL? 
WILL BE READY WITHIN 


I'VE GOT TO TELL 
А WEEK! YOU'LL HAVE ELLEN 





TO COME HERE TO 
INSTRUCT [ፐ/ YOU 


KNOW... BRIEF IT ON 
WHAT IT SHOULD 
know f 


ELLEN WAS RATHER STAND- 
OFFISH THE NEXT MORNING, 
50 I 81080 MY TINE’ I 

FIGURED SHE DIDN'T LIKE THE 
IDEA OF MY BEING MARRIED... 


OH, BY THE WAY, OF 
ELLEN! т'м GOING ON| COURSE, 
А BUSINESS TRIP TO ጊ ክ0ዘ/ 
NEW PARIS f I'LL NEED 
YOU ALONG! CAN YOU 
ARRANGE IT? SAY 
A WEEK FROM 

TODAY ? > 


WEEK, 
HELLO, RONÍ 


/5 READY! 














WE'VE 5НОТ THE ҮЕ5 7 IN ORDER 
THING FULL OF FOR ME TO DO MY 
GENERAL KNOW- 4/08, YOU MUST 
LEDGE! NOW, TELL ME WHATI 
YOU'VE GOT TO MUST ፆ/ሪ# ረ 
TEACH \т ABOUT 














SHE MUST HAVE CAUGHT 
THE GLEAM IN MY EYE FOR 
SHE SMILED SHYLY! I HAD 
AN URGE TO GRAB HER BUT 
THOUGHT BETTER OF IT! 
TOWARD THE END OF THE 
CAL CALLE! 


YOUR...ORDER 





OKAY, CAL f 
т. UNDERSTAND! 


но! DON'T BE ለ FOOLS 
THIS 15 H/GHLY SECRET 
GOVERNMENT WORKS 
IF THEY FOUND OUT L WAS 
SLIPPING YOU ONE OF 
THESE THINGS, I'D BE 
THROWN IN JAIL? мо! 
KEEP THIS ሪሪ/ድፖ/ 

Y' HEAR? 


THAT EVENING, WHEN І WENT 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
ON THE EIGHTH LEVEL AND 
SAW THE ANDROID, I COULDN'T 
BELIEVE MY EYES! IT WAS 
LIKE LOOKING INTO A M/RROR.. 


LIKE 17, RON? 
it's ል FIFTY 
YEAR MODEL! 
PROBABLY LAST 
LONGER THAN 

YOU WILL! 


I'LL BE 
OVER TONIGHT, 


L SPENT ALL THAT EVENING BRIEFING THE 
ANDROID! I CALLED LEE AT ELEVEN AND 
TOLD HER Т. WAS WORKING LATE! SHE 


SCREAMED AND YELLED! Т. LET THE ANDROID 
PEEK IN 


HMMMM! RATHER 
AN EMOTIONAL TYPE! 
SHE SEEMED PRETTY, 


THAT'S GOING TO 
BE YOUR WIFE FROM 
Now ON! 7HAT WAS 
MRS. RONALD MARTIN / 





For THE REST OF THE NIGHT I BRIEFED НІМ'ТНЕМ 

I GAVE THE ANDROID MY IDENTIFIGATION, MY CLOTHES 

..-EVERYTHING...AND SENT HIM ON TO MY HOUSE! І 

WINCED AT THE THOUGHT OF THE BAWLING OUT HE 

WAS GOING ТО GET! THEN I CALLED ELLEN. 

[ OH? THE TRIP! YES! 
I'LL BE READY! 


DID І WAKE YOU,ELLEN? Ü 
I'M SORRY! CAN YOU ВЕ 
READY TO LEAVE IN 
TWENTY MINUTES? 














RON! BUT. 


І REALLY HAVE КО ¿ 
YOUR WIFE. 


BUSINESS TO CON- 
0ህ6ፐ HERE IN NEW 


TO GO AWAY.., ALONE... 
WITH YOU! I WANT ТО 
MARRY YOU, ELLEN! 


DON'T BE FRIGHTENED, 
LEE! I CAN EXPLAINS) 











І TOLD ELLEN ABOUT CAL...AND 
THE ANDROID HE'D MADE FOR ME... 


50 YOU SEE, I'M RONI 
STILL WITH ዘነ You 
WIFE! OR RATHER FOOLS, 
мү DUPLICATE 15... You 

FOOLY! 


THE ANDROID... 


























LEE LOOKED RADIANT IN SPITE 
OF HER SHOCKED EXPRESSION! ТО 
NEVER SEEN HER LOOK SO LOVELY! 
I STARTED TO EXPLAIN WHEN CAL 
AND THE ANDROID BURST IN... 
THERE НЕ IS,CALf Y W//A...° NO, 
GET A/D OF нім” | CAL! WAIT! 
LEE ANDI HAVE / IW ROWS 
MADE UPS HE'S THE 
ANDRO}. 


I PICKED ELLEN UP AT HER PLACE AND WE TOOK THE 
‘VAG’ TO THE SKYPORT! I'D DECIDED TO HOLD OFF 
MAKING MY PITCH UNTIL WE REACHED ROMANTIC NEW 
PARIS FINALLY WE WERE SETTLED IN A HOTEL THERE. 


I HAVE A CONFESSION W 
TO MAKE, ELLEN! 








WHAT IS IT, 
ELLEN? WHAT 


WHAT DO YOU THINK 
Гам,вор? ГИ А 
GOVERNMENT 
ANDROID, TOOL 
А SIX-WEEK 
MODEL f IN 
ANOTHER WEEK 
I MUST REPORT 
BACKS т'м SCHEDULED! 
TO DISASSEMBLE 
AT THAT TIME! 


ARE YOU 
LAUGHING AT? 
THE ANDROID... 


CAL SHOT ME WITH A PARALYZER 
AND I WENT RIGID! THE ANDROID 
ТООК LEE ІМ HIS ARMS... AND AS 
EVERYTHING WENT BLAGK,I HEARD 
CAL SAYING... 

GLAD YOU TWO ARE 

TOGETHER AGAIN! I'LL 

SEND THIS ANDROID 

BACK TO THE LAB FOR 


DISASSEMBLING! 











For as FAR AS THE EYE САМ SEE, CARS ARE JAMMED FENDER 
TO FENDER OVER THE FLAT ARKANSAS COUNTRYSIDE! THEY'VE 
СОМЕ FROM FAR AND NEAR, SOME OF THEM TRAVELING A 
THOUSAND MILES OR MORE...FROM EAST AND WEST... NORTH 
AND SOUTH... ALL CONVERGING ON THE TWENTY-AGRE COTTON 
FARM THAT HAD ONCE LAIN PEAGEFULLY BENEATH THE WARM 
ARKANSAS SUN, THE PRIDE AND JOY OF A YOUNG FARMER 
NAMED HAROLD SETIKER! NOW, THE COTTON HAS BEEN TRAM- 
PLED INTO THE SOIL... THE FARMHOUSE IS THE HEADQUAR- 
TERS OF GUFFAWING, POMPOUS GOVERNMENT MEN...AND SOL- 
DIERS MARCH , BAYONETS FIXED, AROUND AND AROUND THE 
WEATHERBEATEN BUILDING, GUARDING IT! WHILE INSIDE, 
HAROLD SETIKER IS VIRTUALLY A PRISONER...FOR YOU SEE, 
HAROLD HAS MADE CONTACT WITH AN ALIEN ROCKET-SHIP! 





ATTENTIONS ATTENTION! ALL VISITORS! CLEAR 

THE AREA NORTH OF THE FARMHOUSE ያ THE 
ALIEN SHIP HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL 
=) TRY To LANDS 








INSIDE THE FRAME FARMHOUSE, HAROLD 
SETIKER SITS AT A HOME-MADE HAM RADIO! 
HIS EYES ARE HEAVY FROM LACK OF SLEEP! 
ІМ HIS HAND, HE CLUTCHES A CHEAP MICRO- 
PHONE! BESIDE HIM STANDS AN ARMED 
SENTRY, HIS FACE A PLASTER MASK! BEHIND 
HAROLD ,ARMY BRASS AND CHATTERING 
GOVERNMENT MEN PRESS CLOSE... 


LISTEN, SETIKER! TELL AH 7047 “Ем” 
"ЕМ WE GOT 2/6 4/ያ- 4 THEY SAID WO”' 
FIELDS NEAR WASHINGTON!) THEY WANT ТО 
TELL "ЕМ TO LAND LAND RIGHT 
HERE...ON MAH 
FARMS 











[THE NEWS THAT THE ALIEN SHIP 15 GOING 
TO LAND IS FLASHED ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 
MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ALL OVER THE UNITED 
STATES SIT GLUED TO THEIR RADIO RECEIV- 
ERS, WAITING FOR MORE NEWS FROM THE 
LITTLE ARKANSAS FARM! TELEVISION CAM- 
ERAS AT THIS VERY MOMENT ARE BEING 
RUSHED TO THE SCENE! INSIDE THE GLAP- 
BOARD FARMHOUSE, HAROLD SITS BACK, 
CLICKS OFF HIS RECEIVER, REMOVES HIS 
HEADPHONES, AND BREATHES A HEAVY SIGH! 


Генет SIGNED OFF” 
АН TOLD "ЕМ WHAT — 
YOU'RE GONNA 20/7 
THEY SAID ‘ OKAY’ 











GOOD! ALL RIGHT, 
LIEUTENANT! 


( 

















THE GENERAL LIFTS A WARN- 
ING FINGER... 


BUT, SO HELP 
ME, LIEUTENANT! 








THAT BLASTED 
FREQUENCY MOD- 
ULATION THING- 
A-MA-BOB AWD 


WE'RE ONLY GOING TO 742 
OFF THE AUDIO SIGNAL 
AND AMPL/FY IT THROUGH 
А РА. SYSTEM 50 EVERY- 
ONE НЕВЕ CAN LISTEN ТО 
WHAT'S BEING SAID! THEN 
WE'RE GOING TO LEWGTHEN 
THE M/KE CORD SO HAROLD 
CAN TALK TO THEM FROM 


OUTSIDE WHERE EVERYONE 
CAN SEE НІМ! 


Ү MR. SETIKER/ г 
WONDER IF YOU'LL 
> BEGIN АТ THE d 
BEGINNING AND 
TELL us HOW 


он! H'RRUMPH! 
WELL, DON'T 
JUST STAND 
THERE! GET 
ON мітн IT! 


BLASTED 
bPOLITICIANS. 


{ THAWT MEBEE 

À AH COULD GIT 

A LITTLE SHUT- 
EYE... 





\ нин? OH! WAL’ LET'S 
wR. SETIKER | SEE, NOW! STARTED 
START 74ረ/--48 COUPLE DAYS AGO! ለዘ 
ING! YOU'RE | ALWAYS WAS INTERESTED 
ON THE IN BEIN' A HAM RADIO 





GO AHEAD, 












BUT АН'М 
AWFUL 
TIRED! ሀሀ5' 
ALi’ 


LOOK HERE, SETIKER! DO 
You REALIZE мно You ARE? 
WHY, EVERY MAN, WOMEN 
AND CHILD IN THIS COUNTRY 

15 WA/T/NG BY THEIR 
RADIO AND T.V, SETS TO 
HEAR YOU AND SEE 

YOu... AND YOU WANT 70 
SLEEP! SHAME, MR. 
SETIKER! SHAME 





:..50 AH SAVED UP FER THIS HERE A/7/ SHE 
COME ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO WITH ALL THEM 
DIRECTIONS FER ASSEMBLIN' IT NOW, AH DON’ 
READ TOO GOOD, BUT AH KIN FOLLOW NUMBERS 
AND LETTERS АМ" STUFF...SO AH STARTED А 
WIRIN' THE DURN THING ሀዩ... 
Le's SEE, NOW! ATTACH RESISTOR.. 
#5291. то LUG ‘A’ OF TUBE SOCKET 
'12' AND GROUND 7 









"WAL, FOLKS! 'BOUT THREE DAYS AGO L 
FINISHED THE BLAMED THING AND PLUGGED 
‘ER INÝ RIGHT AWAY SHE BEGUN TO SMOKE!’ 


"Вит THEY WARN'T NO 
ROOSHINS! I KEPT TAWKIN' 
ТО 'ፎዘ BUT THEY CLAMMED UP 
COME ON, FELLERS! THIS ы-ы: 
HERE'S А NEW SET I GOT’ 
ВЕ МІСЕ АМ TAWK Т” 

ме, нин? 


НОМ СОМЕ Y0U 
TUNED ІМ THIS 
MODULATION, 





TACT WITH А ROCKET-@/HUSKIN, BUD! YOU 
SHIP, FELLER! RIGHT (|7 CAIN'T MAKE МЕ 
NOW, WE'RE ABOUT gf SWALLOW THAT 
THREE DAYS JOURNEY @ TALL YARN! C'MON, 


(CROD- BUL-S/GOR- 


HEARED "ЕМ AGIN’ BUT THIS 
TIME, THEY WUZ A-TAWKIN' 


‘THEN, OF A SUDDEN, I HEARED SOMETHIN’! 
A-BABBALIN' AND А-ҮАКІМ! ВАНТ AWAY I 
STARTED A-DANCIN'! AH THAWT АН WUZ 
TUNED IN ON THEM THERE ROOSHINS OVER 
THERE IN MOSCOW...’ 





HEY, vou Guys! 
THIS HERE'S HAROLD 
SETIKER! АНМ IN 

ARKANSAS..U.S. AL 
ዘክ ном' JOE? 


P 7/6-60Е7 MAHN- 
PAW-SHAWN- TU... 


WAL, DON' TOUCH 
NUTHIN, SON! WE 
BEEN TRYIN’ ፐ' 
GIT IN TOUCH WITH 
SHUCKS, AH|} you EARTHMEN 
JUS PLUGGED)! FOR TWO YEARS 
ER IN..THA'S 





ОН, YEAH? Ñ 
WAL, IF YOU 
NEVER SPOKE 
TO NO HUMAN 
BEFORE, HOW 
COME YOU KIN 
SPEAK ENGL/SH? 


THIS /S THE TRUTH, 
HAROLD! WE'VE BEEN 
TRAVELING TWO YEARS... 
EARTH TIME...TOWARD 
YOU...AND HAVE BEEN 
TRYIN’ TO MAKE CON- & 
TACT ALL THE way f 

hYOU'RE THE FIRST 

HUMAN WE'VE BEEN 

ABLE TO REACH! 











`AH STILL THAWT IT WUZ SOME- 
ONE PULLIN' MAH LEG UNTIL MAH 
BROTHER BEN COME HOME FROM 
TOWN! BEN'S A SCIENCE-FICTION 
ҒАН” HE'S A LITTLE...WAL...HE'S 


МЕ DON'T SPEAK 

ENGLISH, HAROLD! 

WHEN WE STARTED 

REGEIVING YOUR VO/GE ON 

OUR MODULATION RECEIVERS, 

WE IMMEDIATELY PIPED IT INTO 
A...AN ELECTRONIC TRANS- 
POSER WOULD BEST DESCRIBE IT. Ji 


AN AUTOMATIC 
TRANSLATING 
MACHINES IT 
TRANSLATES YOUR 
WORDS INTO OUR 


OUR LANGUAGE 15 
TRANSPOSED INTO 





“BEN LISTENED! HE MADE ME ASK THE GUYS ON THE 
OTHER END SOME REAL SCREWY QUESTIONS... 











MAH BROTHER WANTS 
(то KNOW WHAT METHOD 
OF...ER ...PROPULSHUN 

15 USED BY YOUR SHIP? 


‘BEN WAS CONVINCED AFTER A HALF-HOUR SESSION! 
HE GRABBED THE PHONE AND CALLED NEW ሃልህ።... 
SOME EDITORS OF A SCIENCE-FICTION COMIC MAG- 
AZINE... 








“THOSE EDITORS COME THE NEXT MORNIN'! THEY 

FLEW ІМ” THEN THE PAPERS GOT WIND OF ІТ” NEXT 
THING I KNOW'D,THE ARMY MOVED IN..' 

YES, SIR, MR. 

GENERAL, 5187 








THAT RADIO IS NOW THE г T 
PROPERTY ОЕ THE U.S. ЯН 
GOVERNMENT! 






THIS HERE IS BEN SETIKER! AH 
LIVE NEAR BLYTHEVILLE, 2 
ARKANSAS’ MAH BROTHER'S 
GOT AN AL/EW ROCKET-SHIP. 
ON His HAM RADIOS 


‘Bur THE GUYS AT THE OTHER END REFUSED TO 
TALK TO ANYONE BUT ME! WHEN THE GENERAL 
STARTED TALKIN’, THEY TOLD HIM OFF...’ 
Ё HAROLD 15 THE ONLY С 

HUMAN WE WILL HAVE < BACK IN HERE, с 
> ANYTHING ТО DO WITHE Grp LIEUTENANT! / 


2 














АМ THAS THE Ý THANK YOU..HAROLD “Ñ Å ..AND NOW HAROLD N| 
STORY, FOLKS! )SETIKER/ LADIES AND SETIKER! ТГ SETIKER 15 GOING OUT- 
АН AIN'T HAD @& GENTLEMEN! YOU HAVE ouTsive! 4 SIDE, FOLKS! THEY'VE 


ANY SLEEP IN | JUST HEARD А BROAD- \ ШМ сот HIS MICROPHONE OUT 
THREE DAYS {/ CAST DIRECT FROM THE THERE! WE'LL SWITCH 
AHM TIRED! ЖМ ARKANSAS FARMHOUSE 








OUTSIDE, A ROAR GOES UP K 6000/ WE'RE 

FROM THE GATHERED THRONG COMING IN! WE "| 

AS HAROLD COMES THROUGH OUGHT TO BE CASOS EOR Oe kE T 
THE DOOR! THEN, SUDDENLY, LANDING SOON ! &] 

THE LOUDSPEAKERS ОР THE 
P.A. SYSTEM EXPLODE... 


накогр.. чои It's THEMI 

















TO HAROLD SETIKERS FARM TO SELL ICE 
CREAM AND HOT DOGS TO THE GATHERED 
CROWD STOPPED SELLING THEIR WARES... 


A HUSH FALLS OVER THE CROWD! A TRE- 
MENDOUS TRACT OF LAND NORTH OF THE 
FARMHOUSE HAS BEEN CLEARED TO MAKE 
58-84/ NOT NOW! ROOM FOR THE LANDING’ THE WIDE-EYED 


AN | THEY'RE COMING IN ONLOOKERS LINE THE FENCES... 
УД a : я р 
ትራ AV: 








| WE'RE COMIN’ THEY'RE CRAZY, WE DON'T 


е IN, HAROLD’ С SETIKER! TELL Ja SEE YOU 

















THERE 15 А CONFUSED BABBLE OVER THE LOUD- | W HEY.FELLERS'  /7'5 FULL OF HORRIBL 
SPEAKERS... 7 YOU MUST BE “Gy MONSTERS, HAROLD 7 
Р OFF THE ВЕА! THEY'RE ATTACKIN' THE 
፳ኛ THERE AIN'T SHIPS TRYIN’ TO 

ENGULF ITS 








HAROLD! WE'VE LANDED! 











HAROLD! THE LAKE 
15 ACIDS 1т'5 
7, EATING AWAY АТ 

Beckers 220. THE SHIP! 9S, SO HELP ME, 
SORT OF GAG? | HONEST.. з À, 5ЕТІКЕН. 
S'HELP ME! IF 
YOU SCIENCE- 
FICTION GUYS 
ARE PULLING 


THE LAXE...WE'RECAND SAUER-| 

SINKING \NTO KRAUT, 

SOME STRANGE? LIEUTENANT! 
FOLIAGE! - 


WE'VE REACHED WITH 
THE BOTTOM OF C MUSTARD 






























HAROLD f SAVE 057 MAYBE THEY FELL 5 THANKS! MAYBE YOU AND 
WHERE ARE You? INTO THE M/SS/SSIP/, YOUR BUDDIES ARE GOING TO 
WHERE IS YOUR GENERAL, SIR? X SPEND ABOUT ፖ/ሃ/ኖፖፖ 
CIVILIZATION? YEARS BEHIND BARS, 

TOO, SETIKER! 
















PHAROLD/ THE SHIP Q HAROLD! THE SHIP IS BEING @ CHOMP... TELL YOUR... 
15 BEING TOSSED с CRUSHED? HUGE WHITE 7 CHOMP...BUDDIES ТО 
ABOUTSTHE ACID LIEUTENANT! THIS Wee MONSTERS ARE CLOSING 2 CUT IT OUT... CHOMP... 
15 EATING THROUGH С WHOLE THING IS IN... CRUSHING THE 

ናም 2...cCHOMP...-WAWOS Ий 









LADIES AND 4 а HAROLD! IM ТНЕ Ж 
GENTLEMEN! THEY'RE ONLY ONE LEFT F THEY'RE 
ARRESTING HAROLD 4 -../W.. Z| | ALIVE? THE OTHERS N | 206S/ NOTHING 

SETIKER! ሠጠ Ж вит JUNKS HAROLD 

| FEELS LIKE ፲ 8ኛ Ў 5ЕТІКЕН 5 
INTO ል PEBBLES YP RADIO, 
LADIES 
AND 
A GENTLEMEN! 








ЕХСЕРТ FOR THE TEETH MARKS MARRING ITS GLEAMING 
SURFACE, THE SHAPE OF THE THING THE GENERAL 
HAS REMOVED FROM HIS MOUTH 15 QUITE DIS- 
СЕВМІВІЕ... 
ል ROCKET SHIPS ል TINY, SQUASHED 
ROCKET SHIPS 


THE GENERAL FISHES AROUND IN HIS MOUTH AND 
FINALLY LOGATES THE HARD PIECE OF FRANKFURTER 
HE'D BITTEN INTO... 


—— 











EDITORS' NOTE: SAUERKRAUT JUICE TEAMS WITH МІСКО- 
ORGANISNS... WHICH, TO THE OCCUPANTS OF THE TINY 
ROCKET- SHIP, MUST HAVE SEEMED LIKE MONSTERS! 
YOU SEE, THEY LANDED IN A BARREL OF THE STUFF 
BEHIND THE HOT-DOG STAND! 


